Declaration of Independence

Stepping Stones in Christian History

STORIES

July 4, 1776

'The Presbyterian Rebellion

Historical Spotlight

On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence

'The cost was high. Some signers were hunted. Some
were driven from their homes. Some buried sons.
Some lost wealth they never regained.

placed fifty-six names beneath a :
sentence that could have carried those |
men to the gallows, pledging “our 7
Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Honor.” Those were not ceremonial
words. They were covenantal words.
‘They could now be hunted,
imprisoned, or hanged as traitors.
'Their homes, farms, ships, libraries, crops, livestock,
businesses, and children’s inheritance could be seized
or destroyed.

In Britain and among Loyalists, the conflict was
mocked as a Presbyterian rebellion. The king’s friends
believed the old Reformed pulpits had filled America
with dangerous ideas. And they were right. The
revolution echoed first through the pews before a
musket shot was ever fired. The ones stirring the pot
in the colonies were the pastors themselves.

G.K. Chesterton noted, “America is the only nation in
the world that is founded on a creed.” He found that
creed in our own Declaration. The same Declaration
that begins with “the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s
God” says also men are “created” and “endowed by
their Creator” with rights that government does not
invent and may not destroy. It appeals to “the
Supreme Judge of the world” and closes with “a firm
reliance on the protection of divine Providence.” This
was not a secular rebellion dressed in religious
language. It was an appeal to heaven.

Freedom Stories

| raided by British and Hessian
soldiers. William Floyd’s Long Island
house and farm were confiscated and
held by the British for seven years.
Lewis Morris saw his home and farm
in New York left in ruin: fields and
crops destroyed, fences burned, livestock slaughtered
or driven away, and the manor house looted. Francis
Lewis’s Queens home was ransacked, his books and
papers destroyed, his furniture broken, and his wife
Elizabeth taken prisoner. Richard Stockton returned
from British captivity to find his estate plundered and
his health broken. Carter Braxton lost ships, business,
land, and much of the fortune that had once made
him one of Virginia’s wealthy men. These men deserve
to be remembered.

Why it Matters Today

These men were not claiming that every grievance
justifies rebellion. They were defining the terms of a
biblical resistance. And with it the pattern of our
nation. Benjamin Franklin proposed that very spirit
tor the Great Seal of the United States: “Rebellion to
tyrants is obedience to God.” Jefferson later embraced
the motto for his own seal. The phrase fit the hour.
'The Declaration was treason in the court of King
George, but it was not treason before the throne of

God.

Independence Day Celebration in Centre Square, Philadelphia
John Lewis Krimmel, 1819




