Mason &8 Madison

o |
ﬁ‘ﬁ Stepping Stones in Christian History
STORIES

September 25, 1789

'The Bill of Rights Proposed

Historical Spotlight

Only two years after the Constitution was signed,
Americans were already debating its limits. Many
citizens feared the new government
could trample the very liberties they
had fought a revolution to secure.
George Mason, considered the
father of the Bill of Rights, originally
opposed ratifying the Constitution
because it didn’t outlaw slavery or
sufficiently protect individual
liberties from federal overreach. He
was joined by Patrick Henry and

Samuel Adams in this opposition.

On September 25, 1789, the First
Congress responded. They approved
twelve proposed amendments to the Constitution, ten

of which would become the Bill of Rights.

These amendments enshrined freedoms at the heart of
the American experiment: freedom of religion, speech,
and the press; the right to assemble; the right to
petition government; protections against tyranny in
courts and in the use of military power.

James Madison championed these rights not merely
as legal protections, but as recognition of God-given
liberties that government must never violate.

Why it Matters Today

'The Bill of Rights reminds us that liberty is fragile. A

constitution without limits on power does not further
the cause of liberty on its own. What
secures freedom is the conviction -
deeply rooted in the Bible - that every
person is created in the image of God
and must be free to worship, speak, and
live accordingly.

These rights were not granted by
government; they were acknowledged
as already belonging to the people. That
distinction continues to shape debates
about liberty around the world.

Do you see your freedoms as privileges
to be used for God’s glory, not just personal gain?
Can we commit to praying for Christians worldwide
who do not enjoy these basic freedoms, asking God
to strengthen them? Use your freedom of speech this
week to share about Christ.

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.” - Galatians 5:1
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“Let me add that a bill of 71 gbz‘s 1s what the peaple are entitled to against every government on earth,

general or particular, and what no just government should refuse...”

Freedom Stories

- Thomas Jefferson’s letter to James Madison, 1787




