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As the cannons thundered their final chorus over the 
Virginia tidewater, the proud army of Lord 
Cornwallis - once the terror of the southern colonies - 
found itself hemmed in, seemingly trapped by 
Providence itself.  The blue-coated “Continentals” 
under Washington closed in 
from one side, the French 
army under Rochambeau at 
another, and in the 
Chesapeake Bay, Admiral de 
Grasse’s fleet stood almost as 
a divine blockade, preventing        
escape.  It was October 19, 
1781, and the hard-fought 
war for Independence was         
miraculously won.  

Behind this moment stood a lesser known miracle, 
however: When Washington’s coffers were empty and 
the soldiers unpaid, it was not Parliament or even Paris 
that came to his aid, but the women of Havana, Cuba - 
elegant Spanish ladies who unclasped their jewelry and 
donated gold and silver to the cause of liberty.  
The jewels crossed the sea just in time to sustain         
Washington’s army that might otherwise have starved 
at the gates of victory.  As the British drums faded 
into the slow march of defeat at Yorktown, the world 
witnessed not merely the end of a war, but the birth 
of a nation - and, as Washington later wrote, cause for 
“gratitude for the interposition of Providence.”
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Why it Matters Today

Yorktown reminds us that liberty triumphs not by 
strength alone but by providence.  The Revolution 
succeeded because ordinary men and women 
persevered through hardship, trusting that God 
governs history.  Their victory opened the door to a 

new nation founded on 
principles of self-government 
and religious freedom.

Legend tells of Cornwallis 
ordering his army band to play 
“The World Turned Upside 
Down” as they surrendered. 

Where has God “turned the 
world upside down” in your 
own life?  Commit to praying 
for your local town, city and 

state leaders to trust in God’s providence, not just 
military or political strength.  Share a story of God’s 
providence in history with someone you meet this 
week.

“If my people who are called by my name humble 
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from 

their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will 
forgive their sin and heal their land”

- 2 Chronicles 7:14
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