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October 6, 1536

'The Martyrdom of William Tyndale

Historical Spotlight

On October 6, 1536, William Tyndale was led outside
the walls of Vilvoorde Castle near Brussels, Belgium.
Bound to a stake, strangled, and then burned. He
gave his life for one cause: bringing the Word of God

into the hands of ordinary
people.

For years, Tyndale
translated Scripture into
English from the original
Hebrew and Greek. His
work enraged church
authorities, who feared
that common men and
women might interpret
Scripture without clerical
control. Yet his
translation became the
backbone of nearly every
English Bible that
tollowed, including the
King James Version.

As he died, Tyndale cried out: “Lord, open the King
of England’s eyes!” Within four years, God answered
that prayer when Henry VIII ordered the Bible to be

read aloud in every parish church.

Why it Matters Today

Tyndale’s sacrifice testifies that the Bible is worth
more than life itself. Liberty of conscience and the
spread of freedom have always depended on access to

God’s Word. Biblical literacy is always the first step

in seeing freedom spread
in nations. Both Patrick
of Ireland and Alfred the
Great led major efforts to
teach the average layman
how to read and
understand the Bible.
Tyrants tremble when
people can read the Bible.
It remains the
foundational tool of
freedom.

Do we value the
Scriptures as those who

died for them once did?
Can we remember to pray

for the translators who are still laboring to bring the
Bible into the languages of unreached peoples?

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my

path.”
- Psalm 119:105

Woodcut image of the execution of William Tyndale (c.
1494-1536) from Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (1563)
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“Lord, open the King of England’s eyes!”
-William Tyndale’s last words, 1536




