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As the icy winds of the Atlantic battered the 
anchored Mayflower, 41 men gathered in the cabin 
to draft an agreement “for the glory of God and 
advancement of the Christian faith.”  This short 
covenant, the Mayflower Compact, became the 
seed of constitutional self-government in the New 
World.  

Their new community was 
grounded in the Scripture and 
the idea of covenant - choosing 
to govern themselves under God’s 
law rather than a distant king’s.  
It was a defining moment that 
planted the idea of civil liberty 
rooted in moral responsibility 
before God and to each other.  
This foundation would shape 
America’s future. 

That first winter, the Pilgrim band suffered terribly, 
losing nearly half their number - 45 of the 102 who 
had landed at Plymouth - to cold and starvation.  
Yet their covenant with each other and with God 
endured, forming steppingstones of faith and liberty 
we benefit from today. 
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Why it Matters Today

Believers - and especially Americans - are called to 
renew that covenantal spirit:  to live self-governed, 
accountable to God, and committed to the good of 
our communities.  A people devoted to both liberty
and obedience to God could again transform the 
world.  As we gather this Thanksgiving, may we 

remember the Pilgrims’ 
example as they laid themselves
 down as “steppingstones” for 
the transmission of the Gospel 
to the ends of the earth.

“Having undertaken for the Glory 
of God, and Advancement of the 
Christian Faith, and the Honour 
of our King and Country, a Voyage 
to plant the first Colony in the 
northern Parts of Virginia; Do 

by these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence 
of God and one another, covenant and combine ourselves 
together into a civil Body Politick, for our better Ordering 
and Preservation, and Furtherance of the Ends aforesaid: 
And by Virtue hereof do enact, constitute, and frame, such 
just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions, and 
Officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet 
and convenient for the general Good of the Colony; unto 
which we promise all due Submission and Obedience.” 

- excerpt from The Mayflower Compact, 1620

Stepping Stones in Christian History

“For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver,
 the Lord is our king; He will save us.”  - Isaiah 33:22
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