U.S. enters WWII

Stepping Stones in Christian History

STORIES

December 7, 1941

The Attack on Pearl Harbor

Historical Spotlight

A date which will live in infamy.”
- Franklin D. Roosevelt

accelerated several dangerous trends in the United
States, including the expansion of centralized
government, the rise of bureaucracy, the loss of
individual liberty and a general move towards
globalism and international governance with the
United Nations.

On a quiet Sunday morning in Hawaii,
Japanese aircraft descended on Pearl
Harbor, crippling the Pacific Fleet in
under two hours. What was meant to
paralyze America instead awakened a
nation and stirred a sense of collective
duty and resolve. The next day, the U.S.

declared war on Japan.

In the aftermath, churches filled as
Americans prayed. Pastors preached
messages of courage, conviction, and
trust in God. The nation was unified
against a common enemy. It became
not only a military conflict, but a moral obligation.
Freedom was under assault, and the American people
responded not with fear, but with fierce commitment

to defend liberty abroad.

World War II became a defining struggle between
tyranny and liberty. Men and women sacrificed,
families prayed, and the world saw the liberation of
nations long oppressed but at great cost.

Although the Allies prevailed, the ravages of war also

" | Why it Matters Today

| As believers, we affirm that God governs
all of history. Humanistic systems
eventually fail, while Christ’s Kingdom

® advances through faithfulness, not empire

i building.

| What does the Bible have to say about
| nations and war? We are called to stand
< firm, be watchful, courageous, and

prayerful-trusting God, and not the
government, as we defend truth and righteousness in
our day. Remembering the great loss at Pear]l Harbor
should draw us back to biblical responsibility:
Christian education, self-government, covenantal
institutions and cultural rebuilding.

“Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, be
courageous, be strong.” - 1 Corinthians 16:13
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“May they remember how bitterly our freedom was won, the down payment that was made for if, the installments that have been
made since this Republic was born, and the price that must yet be paid for our liberty. May freedom be seen, not as the right to do
as we please, but as the opportunity to please to do what is right.”

Freedom Stories

- Reverend Peter Marshall, Chaplain of the U.S. Senate in a prayer on July 3, 1947




