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December 22, 1620

Forefathers Day

Historical Spotlight

Forefathers Day commemorates the epoch-defining
landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. While not

widely celebrated today, it was once a

treasured American holiday because it
marked the birth of a unique experiment:
a people planting a colony not for gold
or conquest, but “for the glory of God
and the advancement of the Christian
faith.” The Pilgrims’ courage, covenantal
vision, and sacrifice laid the groundwork
tor ordered liberty in America - unique
in all the world.

Central to Forefathers Day in modern
times is the breathtaking National
Monument to the Forefathers in
Plymouth, Massachusetts. Standing 81
feet tall, it is one of the largest solid
granite monuments in the world. At its
center is the towering figure of Faith,

'This monument, although beautiful, was not intended
to be merely decorative, but didactic - a sermon
carved in granite. It was a textbook in stone intended
to teach future generations why the Pilgrims came
and what ideals they established. The
Pilgrims believed that self-government
begins with heart-government under
God. Their example continues to
challenge Americans to steward the gift
of liberty. On this day, we remember
that freedom is not inherited
automatically - it must be cultivated by
each generation through faithfulness.

Why it Matters Today

Forefathers Day invites believers to
recover a forgotten truth: liberty relies
greatly on the virtue of the people! As
the Pilgrim generation so sacrificially
modeled, families and nations flourish
when Scripture, not man, becomes the

pointing upward to heaven and holding L=
an open Geneva Bible - symbolizing the Pilgrims’
dependence on God’s Word. Surrounding her are four
seated allegorical figures representing the necessary
pillars for a free and virtuous society: Morality, Law,
Education, and Liberty. Together, they tell the story
of how these necessary spiritual foundations

produce civil freedom. The cornerstone was laid in
1859 and intended not only to honor the sacrifices of
the Pilgrim families, but even more importantly, to
commemorate the principles of their covenantal faith,
civil liberty, and moral foundation. Daniel Webster’s
tamous Plymouth Oration in 1820 rekindled an
interest in the Pilgrims as the spiritual founders of
American liberty.

unifying force and is applied to every
area of life. December 22 should be set apart as a
solemn day to “remember the whole way that the
Lord your God has led you...” (Deut. 8:2) so that no
generation of Americans forgets the mighty deeds of
God in our history. Joyfully, we can walk in the same
covenantal hope - trusting God to build in our time,
what they began in theirs!
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“Let us not forget the religious character of our origin.” - Daniel Webster, 1820 Plymouth Oration
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