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By December of 1776, just a few short months after
the Declaration of Independence was signed, the
American Revolution was on life
support.

The army had been chased across
New Jersey. Men were deserting.
Enlistments were expiring. 
Supplies were nearly gone. Many 
who had once spoken confidently 
of independence were now 
quietly wondering whether the 
whole thing had been a terrible 
mistake. The British believed the 
rebellion was all but over - and they had good reason. 
But the sacred fire of liberty burned in Washington’s 
heart.

And so, on Christmas night, Washington did 
something no reasonable man would have advised. He
ordered his remaining force to cross the ice-filled
Delaware River in the middle of a violent blizzard.
The river was choked with ice. The wind cut through
wool coats. Some men marched barefoot, their feet
leaving bloody tracks. Everything about the plan
suggested disaster.

At dawn on December 26, the Americans fell upon
the Hessian garrison at Trenton. The enemy was
caught completely by surprise. Within hours, the
Americans had won a stunning victory. The victory at
Trenton revived a dying cause.
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It reminded the colonies that Providence had not
abandoned them after all. Washington’s decision was
not driven by optimism. It was driven by duty and a
“sacred fire” that so often drove him to prayer.

Earlier that year on July 2, 1776,
Washington’s call rang out to the
patriots: “The time is now near at
hand which must probably 
determine whether Americans 
are to be free or slaves; whether 
they are to have any property they 
can call their own… The fate of 
unborn millions will now depend, 
under God, on the courage and 
conduct of this army.”

Why it Matters Today

Every generation faces moments when the future
seems uncertain, and the easier path is often silence.
We are tempted to wait for better conditions, more
provision, or worldly support. The challenges we face 
today are not new: bans on meeting, businesses 
monitored, weapons restricted, free speech limited 
and accusations of thought crimes. These were all 
challenges experienced by the early church. How we 
respond will either reflect the quiet resolve of 
Washington or the escapism of the modern world.
Our actions, our speech, or our silence will determine
the future course of liberty in America.

Stepping Stones in Christian History

“These are the times that try men’s souls.  
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his country.”

- The words of Thomas Paine read to the soldiers by American General George Washington 
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