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December 16, 1773

'The Boston Tea Party

Historical Spotlight

“Friends! Brethren! Countrymen! The detested Tea
shipped by the East India Company, is now in the
Harbor; the Hour of Destruction, or manly
opposition to Tyranny, stares you
in the Face.”

- excerpt from the placard
posted around Boston,

November 29, 1773.

On December 16,1773, the
Sons of Liberty, along with
blacksmiths and shoemakers
across Boston, marched
through the streets and boarded
three British ships, unhindered.
Many, dressed as Mohawk Indians,

dumped 342 chests of tea into the sea that night and
then soberly, even quietly, marched back through

the streets. The organized resistance knew it was the
beginning of something much more dangerous.

This colonial gesture was no reckless response to a
small tea tax, but a deliberate protest against unjust
authority after years of negotiation. Colonists had
peacefully petitioned the King and Parliament for fair
representation as taxes and laws increasingly restricted
their liberties, yet their appeals went largely
unanswered.

'The East India Company’s tea monopoly signaled a
deep erosion of liberty. Parliament lowered the price
of its tea and imposed a small tax, changing trade laws
to help pay Britain’s debt and suppress the American
colonists’ own tea trade. The cost of the tea was not
the issue. The patriots recognized this compromise as

Freedom Stories

a surrender of principle.

These tea protesters were guided by a biblical
understanding of resistance to tyranny. The previous
Stamp Act had tested them already. This serious act
underscored the colonies’ belief
that liberty is a God-given
conviction and not a
governmental grant.

In 1772, Samuel Adams drafted
“The Rights of the Colonists,”
which captured the political
and theological philosophy of
the American mind. He argued
that legitimate authority rested
on known and equal laws - not
arbitrary decrees from a distant
parliament that levied taxes, limited free speech, and
seized property without representation. Yet Adams
didn’t call for rebellion; instead he advocated a biblical
“redress of grievances” rooted in English Common
Law and Christian morality.

'The Boston Tea Party didn't start the war, but it
awakened the colonies to the cost of freedom.

Why it Matters Today

Today’s battles differ, yet the pressures on conscience,
on family authority, on worship and free speech, are
just as threatening to our liberty. How will we
respond?

“We must obey God, rather than men” - Acts 5:29
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