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June 17, 1775

JOSEPH WARREN AND THE COST OF LIBERTY

Historical Spotlight

On June 17,1775, less than two months after the first
shots of the Revolution were fired at Lexington and
Concord, American militia stood atop the heights
overlooking Boston Harbor and faced
the might of the British Empire. The
battle that followed would leave the
hillside covered with casualties, reveal
the unwavering determination of the
colonial cause, and claim the life of one
of America’s most gifted patriot leaders

- Dr. Joseph Warren.

Though remembered today as a general, Warren was
first a physician, statesman, and leading voice for
liberty in Massachusetts. He had helped organize
resistance to British rule and personally dispatched
Paul Revere and William Dawes on their famous
midnight ride. Just days before the battle, Warren was
appointed a major general, yet he declined command
and chose instead to serve as a volunteer alongside
ordinary soldiers on Breed’s Hill.

As British troops advanced up the slope, the colonial
torces held their fire until the enemy drew near. When
they finally unleashed their volleys, the redcoats were
driven back in confusion. A second assault met the
same fate. Only on the third attack, after the
defenders had nearly exhausted their ammunition, did
the British seize the hill, and at a terrible cost.

During the final fighting, Warren refused to retreat.
He remained with the men on the front lines. There,
amid smoke, confusion, and desperate hand-to-hand
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combat, he was struck and killed.

Wiarren’s death sent shock waves through the colonies.
Many believed he would have become one of the

foremost leaders of the Revolution had he lived. John

mmmm A\ dams later remembered him as “one

! of the most extraordinary characters of

| the age.” Though the British claimed the
3 | battlefield, the moral victory that day

| belonged to the Americans.

| For Warren and many of his fellow

patriots, liberty was more than a political
slogan. It rested upon a deeper conviction that
individual rights come from God, not government,
and that earthly rulers themselves stand under a

higher law.
What This Means For Us

Bunker Hill bears testimony to the truth that freedom
is rarely preserved by those seeking comfort. The
liberties we enjoy today were secured by men and
women who believed some principles were worth
more than safety, popularity, money, power, or even

life itself.

Joseph Warren’s story challenges every generation to
consider what kind of inheritance it will leave behind.

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or
discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you
wherever you go.” Joshua 1:9
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