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The bishops who gathered at Nicaea were not 
ivory tower theologians debating theology in 
a seminary.  Many carried the scars of Rome’s 
persecution on their bodies. Some came 
missing an eye. Others limped from wounds 
received in prison. One reportedly had his 
hands permanently crippled after being 
burned with hot irons. They bore on their 
bodies the scars of torture under the Roman
emperors Diocletian and Galerius. Yet in 
the summer of A.D. 325, Emperor Constantine 
summoned these 318 battered and tested bishops to 
gather at Nicaea from across the Roman World. Their 
directive? To answer a question that would shape the 
future of Christian civilization for millennia. Who is 
Jesus Christ? 

The issue at stake was not merely political or 
organizational. It was theological at its core. A rising, 
led by Arius, claimed that Jesus Christ was not fully 
God, but rather a created being of lesser substance. If 
accepted, this teaching would have dismantled the 
apostolic understanding of Christ’s divinity and 
altered the very heart of the Gospel.

For weeks, vigorous debate filled the council halls. 
These men were veterans of Christendom. Now, under 
Constantine’s protection, they faced a different kind 
of battle - the battle for doctrinal truth. 

The answer to the “Arius problem” became one of the 
most defining confessions of Christian history. The 
Nicene Creed declared that Jesus Christ is “of the 
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same substance” as the Father - fully God, not a
created being. This was not an innovation, but a 

defense and affirmation of what the Church 
had always believed from the time of the 
apostles.

The council’s decision carried profound 
implications. If Christ is not truly God, then 
salvation itself is called into question. Only 
God can redeem humanity; only a divine 
Savior can bridge the gap between a holy 
God and fallen mankind. The Nicene 

affirmation preserved the heart of the Christian faith.

The Council of Nicaea was more than a thelogical
milestone. It marked a turning point in the 
relationship between faith and public life. For the first 
time, a Christian emperor called together leaders of 
the Church to defend doctrinal unity. 

From that moment forward, the Nicene Creed 
became a foundation stone of orthodox Christianity, 
recited across centuries and continents, anchoring the 
Church in the truth of Christ’s divinity.

What This Means For Us

The Council of Nicaea reminds us that truth is never 
neutral because Jesus Chris is Lord of history. The 
divinity of Christ stands at the center of history itself.  
Nicaea calls us back to the unchanging confession 
that Jesus Christ is Lord - fully God, fully man, and 
the only hope of the world.
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