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WHY WE CELEBRATE

Five Reasons Independence Day Demands More Five reasons that reckoning still matters.

Than a Party

1. Gratitude is the antidote to despair.
Americans have forgotten what it means to

celebrate. We have reduced
celebration to recreation,
entertainment, and a day off.
But Noah Webster, who gave
Americans their first great
dictionary in 1828, had
something else in mind. To
celebrate, he wrote, is “to give
praise, to make famous, as

to celebrate the name of the
Most High,” honoring by
solemn ceremony the things
truly worthy of honor.

'The Fourth of July was meant
to be that kind of celebration.
Francis Schaefter spent a
lifetime arguing that ideas
have consequences and that
civilizations rise and fall in
direct proportion to the ideas
they hold about ultimate
reality. Abraham Kuyper put

Celebration takes our eyes

off ourselves and onto God’s
wonderful works, and this is

a far more serious thing than
it sounds. David was being
hunted like an animal by King
Saul when he found his way
out of depression.

Circumstances had not

| changed, but he made a

deliberate choice to recount
what God had already done.

“T will remember the deeds of

g the Lord; surely I will

remember your wonders of
old” (Psalm 77:11). That act of
remembering stabilized him,
and it will do the same for us.
A people who have forgotten

{ what they have been given

cannot steward it. Gratitude
is not a feeling we wait for. It

it with characteristic force: “There is not a square inch is a discipline that forges hearts capable of endurance,
in the whole domain of our human existence over which and celebrating, rightly, is one of the most powerful
Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: Mine!” counter cultural things a family can do. It is a witness
'The celebration of America’s founding is not an to these “mighty deeds of God.”

empty ritual. It is a faithful rememberance.

'The Fourth of July
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2. Remembering is the foundation of revival.

In Revelation 2:5, Jesus issues a startling word to the
church at Ephesus, a church that had once been on
fire for the gospel. “Remember therefore from where
you have fallen; repent and do the first works.” He
did not call them to reform their programs or update
their worship style. He called them to remember. The
return to first love begins with an act of memory, and
Ephesus discovered at terrible cost what happens
when that call goes unheeded. Their church and city
were decimated and never rebuilt, and the ruins are
still there today. Societies follow the same pattern as
surely as churches do. Before there can be genuine
restoration, there must be an honest reckoning with
where we once stood. Celebration at its best is not an

exercise in nostalgia but a solemn return to the source.
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3. We are commanded to remember the Gilgal stones
and landmarks of our fathers.

“Do not move the ancient landmark that your fathers
have set” (Proverbs 22:28). God’s landmarks do not
end with any single nation or era. They march through
history as His truth goes marching on. Monuments
and celebrations exist because human beings are
deeply forgetful creatures who drift instinctively
toward the urgent and the immediate, focusing on
the crisis immediately in front of them. It is so easy to
lose sight of the larger story they inhabit. God’s order
in history is real, structured, and legible. To forget is

a kind of cultural amnesia with lasting consequences.
Without an annual reckoning, each generation tends
to begin with itself, and a generation that begins with
itself is already impoverished.




COVENANT KEEPERS WIN

4. History is a blueprint, not a ruin.

We live in an age that assumes there are no patterns
for men or nations. In the modern relativistic view,
every path is equally valid, and history (and
celebration) offers no real instruction for the present.
History itself refuses to cooperate with this
assumption. Look at the early

settlements of this continent.
Where the biblical pattern was
followed, where covenant
community, free enterprise,
prayer, and the building of
tamilies rather than mere
military outposts defined the
culture, flourishing abounded.
Where it was abandoned,
disaster followed with a
consistency that rewards
careful study. The near-
extinction of Jamestown in 1610 should stop every
American in his tracks: six hundred colonists
reduced to sixty, starvation, desperation, and then a
ship appearing on the horizon at the last possible
moment with a new governor and fresh supplies,
saving a civilization that had no human reason to
survive. From that providential rescue in Jamestown
sprouted the later Plymouth colony of the Pilgrims,
the Great Awakening, the free enterprise tradition,
and the founding documents themselves. Schaefter
called this kind of evidence “true truth,” meaning not
religious opinion but the nature of reality itself. The
blueprint is there for us to remember, and rejoice in
God’s goodness toward us.

5. History teaches us to fear God.

Paul wrote to the Corinthians: “Now all these things
happened to them as examples, and they were written
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages
have come. Therefore let him who thinks he stands
take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:11-12).
When we remember God’s sovereign hand moving
through the centuries, raising up nations and bringing
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down empires in direct proportion to their
taithfulness, we receive something our age has worked
methodically to eliminate: a holy and steadying fear.

How to Ride the Inevitable Wave of History

There is something else the history of this nation
exemplifies. It is the one thing
our founding generation
understood better than almost
any people before or since. The
Christian in history is not a
defensive creature huddled
against a rising tide. He is the
one who knows the outcome.

'The theology behind America’s
most enduring institutions was
not the cheerful American
optimism that assumes things
will probably work out. It was something far more
durable: a deeply held conviction about the
sovereignty of God and His victorious plan for the
world. This conviction was forged in the fires of the
Reformation and hammered out through centuries of
persecution. The church was truly the anvil that wore
out “many hammers.” It was then passed from parent
to child across generations, preached from nearly
every pulpit, recited in morning devotions, and
embedded in the literature children read at school.
Our founding generations understood what it meant
to choose sides, and to rest under the shield of His
laws, and ride with Him on the inevitable wave of
providential history. They knew that covenant keepers
win and covenant breakers lose, that God’s truth and
His people always prevail in the long run because He
rules the wave of history and directs it toward His
purposes.

Schaefter warned that the secular project was
building on sand, a world where man is the measure
of all things and therefore nothing is truly measured,
and that such a project carries within it the seeds of

Wiashington’s Grand Entry into New York, Nov. 25th, 1783

lithography by Thomas S. Sinclair
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its own undoing. Kuyper’s vision of Christ’s lordship
over every square inch of creation was not a territorial
boast but a description of the nature of reality, a call
to men and women to bring every sphere of life into
alignment with the God who made it. Where that
vision has taken root, civilizations have flowered.
Universities were founded, laws were reformed,
constitutions were written that protected the dignity
of every person made in the image of God. Where
that vision has been forgotten, people retreat into
private life and the public square fills with lesser and
more desperate visions.

'The good news is that the Kingdom of God cannot be
stopped. This covenantal faithfulness, lived out in
families and communities and institutions over time,
will surely lead to the victory God has promised. The
victory belongs primarily not to any single nation but
to His Kingdom, and as the Kingdom advances in a
land, that land receives His favor. As the Psalmist
declared with the confidence of someone who had
read all of history correctly: “Blessed is the nation

whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).

So this Independence Day;, let us do what Webster
taught us about true celebrations. Let us give praise.
Let us make a resounding noise declaring the mighty
deeds of God in our land. Let us celebrate the name
of the Most High and commit ourselves once more to
the restoration of the Christian civilization. Covenant
keepers win, and God’s victory is certain. We just need
to stick around to see the end of the story.

- Taken from the Journals of Dr. Marshall Foster
(1945-2022)

ThHe SEconD DAY oF JuLy 1776,
WILL BE THE MOST MEMORABLE
ErocHA, IN THE HISTORY OF
AMERICA. | AM APT TO BELIEVE
THAT IT WILL BE CELEBRATED, BY
SUCCEEDING GENERATIONS, AS
THE GREAT ANNIVERSARY
FESTIVAL. IT OUGHT TO BE
COMMEMORATED, AS THE DAY OF
DELIVERANCE BY SOLEMN ACTS
orF DEvoTtioN To GoD ALMIGHTY.
IT OUGHT TO BE SOLEMNIZED
wITH POMP AND PARADE, WiITH
SHEWS, GAMES, SPORTS, GUNS,
BELLS, BONFIRES AND
[LLUMINATIONS FROM ONE END OF
THIS CONTINENT TO THE OTHER
FROM THIS TIME FORWARD

FOREVER MORE.

- JouN ADAMS TO ABIGAIL ADAMS JULY
3, 1776
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