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In the spring of 1775, as uncertainty settled over the 
American colonies, a relatively unknown Virginian 
rose to speak inside a small church, and gave voice 
to a truth many felt but few were 
willing to declare.

Patrick Henry (1736–1799) was 
not the most formally educated 
man in the room. Born in 
Hanover County, Virginia, he was 
largely self-taught, shaped more 
by conviction than credentials. 
Yet in a moment that demanded 
clarity, it was Henry who saw most 
clearly.

At the Virginia Convention in Richmond, many still 
hoped for reconciliation with Britain. They counseled 
patience and restraint. Henry understood the deeper 
reality. Liberty, once surrendered, is rarely regained 
without cost.

When he stood to speak, his words carried both 
urgency and moral weight.  George Washington was 
likely in the audience.  Patrick Henry warned that the 
illusion of peace would only mask advancing tyranny. 
Then came the line that has echoed through history:

“Give me liberty, or give me death!”

This was more than rhetoric. It was a line drawn in 
the conscience of a people.  His words enflamed the 
room and called them to arms when many still doubt-
ed the cause.
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In that moment, debate gave way to decision. Henry 
helped transform hesitation into resolve, awakening a 
willingness to act that would soon lead to revolution. 
His words did not create the cause of liberty, but they 
gave it a momentum that could not be ignored.

His contagious courage was 
supported by the underlying belief 
that liberty is not granted by 
governments, but entrusted by 
God and therefore worth 
defending at any cost.

What This Means for Us

Henry’s example calls us to 
examine not only what we believe, but what we are 
prepared to shed blood for. 

Interestingly, his famous “Give me liberty, or give me 
death!” line didn’t come from a polished pamphlet, 
but from a fiery 1775 speech delivered at St. John’s 
Church in Richmond, Virginia.  What makes it even 
more fascinating is that we don’t have a verbatim 
transcript from the day.  We do have interviews with 
those who were there, who confirmed that Henry’s 
speech was electrifying and a turning point in the 
sentiments of the people.  

Find a full copy of Patrick Henry’s infamous speech 
from his biography “Sketches of the Life and 
Character of Patrick Henry” by William Wirt, on 
our website in the Paper Trail of Liberty series, or by 
clicking HERE.
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