
Freedom Stories

FREEDOM

Historic Spotlight

This month we remember the life of Jonathan 
Edwards, who stands among the most influential 
ministers in American history. A brilliant student, 
Edwards entered Yale College at just 
thirteen, demonstrating early brilliance 
and a profound curiosity about both the 
natural world and the things of God.

History would remember Edwards as a 
pastor, theologian, philosopher, and 
missionary, and as one of the central 
leaders of the First Great Awakening. 
This powerful revival movement swept 
through the American colonies in the 
1730s and 1740s, calling men and women back to 
heartfelt faith and personal repentance and shaping 
the heart of a nation preparing for a 
Revolution.

Edwards became widely known for his famous 
sermon, Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, which 
warned of sin’s danger while pointing listeners toward 
the mercy of Christ. Yet Edwards was no mere 
revivalist preacher. His writings explored the deep 
connection between faith, emotion, and cultural 
impact, shaping Protestant theology to this day.

Edwards’ influence did not end with his sermons or 
books. Although one could argue his ministry did 
more to prepare the soil of America for liberty than 
that of any other human soul, his most powerful tool 
of change was his family.

WORLD HISTORY INSTITU TE

Jonathan Edwards and his remarkable wife, Sarah, 
raised eleven children in a household centered on 
faith, learning, and disciplined character. The result 
was one of the most extraordinary family legacies in 
American history.

A study of nearly 1,400 of their 
descendants revealed a remarkable 
pattern of leadership: one U.S. Vice 
President, three U.S. senators, three 
governors, thirteen college presidents, 
sixty-five professors, thirty judges, and 
over one hundred ministers and 
missionaries. Hundreds more served as 
lawyers, physicians, military officers, and 
public officials.

This was not an accident. Edwards believed that the 
Christian home was a training ground. Daily prayer, 
intellectual discipline, and the study of Scripture 
formed a culture in which his children were taught 
that their lives belonged to God and that their gifts 
were meant for the service of society.

In this way Edwards was a faithful example of a 
“family dynasty” strategy of faith. A single household 
rooted in Christ can impact universities, governments, 
churches, and cultures for centuries.

What This Means for Us

Jonathan Edwards reminds us that faith lived boldly 
in one generation becomes a seed planted for the next. 
After the Bible, the family is the ultimate shield of 
the West.

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future
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