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Historical Spotlight

On October 31, 1517, a young monk named Martin 
Luther took a hammer and nailed 95 Theses to the 
church door in Wittenberg.  That simple act - born 
from a burning conviction of truth - would ignite a 
Reformation that changed the world. 

But the seeds of reform were plant-
ed long before Luther. In 14th-cen-
tury England, John Wycliffe defied 
the darkness by translating the Bible 
into the language of the people, 
declaring that “the authority of 
Scripture is greater than the au-
thority of the church.”  His writings 
traveled across Europe, stirring the 
heart of Jan Hus in Bohemia.  Hus 
boldly preached that Christ alone 
is the head of the Church and paid 
the ultimate price - burned at the 
stake in 1415.  As the flames rose, 
Hus reportedly called out, “In a 
hundred years, God will raise up a 
man whose call for reform cannot 
be suppressed.”

A century later, Martin Luther would arrive on the 
scene and forever change the course of church history.  
His rediscovery of the Gospel can be summed up in 
the Five Solas - the pillars of Reformational truth.  
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Truths That Transform

•	 Sola Scriptura - Scripture Alone
•	 Solus Christus - Christ Alone
•	 Sola Fide - Faith Alone
•	 Sola Gratia - Grace Alone
•	 Soli Deo Gloria - Glory to God alone

These truths shattered the chains of 
superstition and reclaimed the free-
dom of conscience - that sacred right 
to stand before God without the 
mediation of kings or priests.  The 
Reformation did more than reform 
the Church; it reawakened liberty 
itself, laying the groundwork for the 
freedoms we cherish today.

Do we live as though God’s Word 
has ultimate authority in our lives?  

“You should not believe your con-
science and your feelings more than 
the Word which the Lord who 
receives sinners preaches to you.” 
- Martin Luther, 1483-1546

“If the son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
- John 8:36

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future

“My conscience is captive to the Word of God.  Here I stand, I can do no other. God help me.”
- Martin Luther, 1521

Luther burns the papal bull.
- Detail from 1872 painting by Paul Thumann
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Reformation Unleashed

Luther, Wycliffe, Hus October 31, 1517


