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Historical Spotlight

On October 14, 1066, the winds of history shifted 
near Hastings in southern England.  Norman invad-
ers under William the Conqueror defeated the An-
glo-Saxon forces of King Harold Godwinson.  Harold 
was slain, 
and with 
him, An-
glo-Saxon 
England.  
For nearly 
two centu-
ries, En-
gland had 
flourished in 
the footsteps of Alfred the Great.  They had enjoyed 
literacy, local self governance and broad land holding.  
It was a land of hope, where faith and freedom grew 
side by side. 

The Norman conquest brought great upheaval. Wil-
liam the Conquerer began a “harrying” of villages.  
Homes burned, crops destroyed and families starved.  
William’s harsh control introduced a loss of land own-
ership, a big step away from Alfred’s hard won liber-
ties for the English people.  Yet it also set in motion a 
long struggle in England between unchecked monar-
chy and the rule of law.  Through the crucible of battle 
and conflict will emerge the Magna Carta and much 
of what we know as freedom.
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Why it Matters Today

The Battle of Hastings was both a defeat and a begin-
ning.  God can weave even loss and oppression into 
His larger story of justice.  From the clash of cultures 
arose a foundation of law and liberty that shaped the 

modern 
world.  These 
lost battles 
are often 
“stepping-
stones” that 
God uses in 
shaping the 
heart of the 
people.

What “losses” in your life might God be cultivating 
to prepare the soil for greater fruit? Can we commit 
to praying for Christians living under oppressive 
regimes, that their faith may plant seeds of liberty?  
Study one principle of English common law this week 
- jury of one’s peers - and research its biblical roots.
(Proverbs 17:15, Exodus 23:1-2, 18:13, 18:21-22,  
Deuteronomy 16:18)

“By me kings reign, and princes decree justice.”
- Proverbs 8:15

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future

“The English had the courage and the spirit to resist, but they fell under the weight of foreign arms.”
- Anglo-Saxon Chronicle

Fragment from the Bayeux Tapestry
Artist / Origin Unknown artist(s), before 1082
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