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Historical Spotlight

On September 6, 1620, a small, weather-beaten ship 
named the Mayflower slipped out of Plymouth Har-
bor.  On board were 102 passengers - English Sepa-
ratists seeking religious freedom, and a few adventur-
ers hoping for a new start in the 
New World. 

The voyage was perilous from 
the beginning.  Fierce storms 
battered the ship for weeks, 
cracking its main beam and 
leaving seasick passengers 
huddled in the dark, damp hold.  
But their determination was 
unshaken.  They were bound 
not just for a new land, but for a 
new way of life - a community 
governed by covenant under 
God rather than by the dictates of a king or bishop. 

After 66 days at sea, the Mayflower would arrive not 
in Virginia, as planned, but in Cape Cod.  There, in 
November, the Pilgrims would sign the Mayflower 
Compact - a covenant that became a seed of self-gov-
ernment and liberty in America. 

WORLD HISTORY INSTITU TE

Why it Matters Today

The Mayflower voyage reminds us that liberty requires 
both courage and covenant.  These men and women 
risked everyrthing - homes, possessions, even their 
lives - to worship God acccording to conscience.  And 

they understood that freedom 
must be bound by mutual ac-
countability under God’s law.

Wherever we speak of consti-
tutional government, church 
covenants, or community agree-
ments rooted in justice, we echo 
the Pilgrims’ example. 

Where is God calling you to 
exercise faith and courage in the 
unknown? Can we commit to 
praying for families today who 

leave behind security to follow Christ’s call? 
Renew your own “covenant” this week - with your 
family, church, or community - to live under God’s 
Word and for the good of others.

“They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great 
waters; These see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the 

deep.” - Psalms 107:23-24

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future

“In the name of God, Amen.  We...covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil Body Politick, 
for our better ordering and preservation.”

- Mayflower Compact, November 1620

Governor Bradford’s transcription of the Mayflower Compact 
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The Pilgrims Set Sail on the Mayflower

William Bradford & the Pilgrims September 6, 1620
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