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Historical Spotlight

On September 17, 1787, after four months of debate 
inside Independence Hall, thirty-nine weary delegates 
put their names to a document that would reshape 
the world. With 7 articles, 1 preamble and eventually 
27 amendments, the U.S would become the longest 
lasting Constitutional Republic.

The nation was fragile.  The 
Articles of Confederation had 
proven too weak to hold thirteen 
states together.  The delegates 
- farmers, merchants, lawyers, 
soldiers, and pators - wrestled 
with questions of power, liberty, 
and order.  Heated arguments 
nearly tore the convention apart.  
But slowly, through compromise 
and prayer, a new covenant of government emerged. 

Benjamin Franklin, then 81 years old, rose near the 
end to urge unity:  “I have lived, Sir, a long time, and 
the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see of 
this truth - that God governs in the affairs of men.” 

When the Constitution was signed, it was far from 
perfect - slavery still stained the land, and ratification 
battles loomed.  Yet this framework, rooted in biblical 
concepts of checks and balances, representation, and 
covenantal law, gave birth to the longest-lasting writ-
ten constitution in human history.
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Why it Matters Today

The Constitution was not simply a clever invention 
of men - it was the fruit of centuries of biblical prin-
ciples at work in Western civilization.  Rule of law, 
separation of powers, accountability of leaders, and 
the idea that government is a covenant with the peo-

ple - all echo truths first seen in 
Scripture and carried forward by 
the church through the ages. 

Remembering September 17th 
reminds us: liberty is preserved 
when a people remain virtuous 
and recognize that freedom is 
secured not by parchment alone, 
but by God’s providence and our 
obedience to Him.

Do we see our freedoms as gifts from God, entrusted 
to us for stewardship?  Can we commit to praying 
for America’s leaders - that they would govern with 
wisdom, humility and reverence for God? 
Take time this week to read the Constitution, reflect-
ing on how its principles flow from Biblical truth. 

“For the Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is 
our king; he will save us.”  - Isaiah 33:22

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future

“Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people.  It is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”
- John Adams

Washington at Constitutional Convention of 1787, 
signing of U.S. Constitution
Junius Brutus Stearns, 1856

STORIES

The U.S. Constitution Signed in Philadelphia
Thirty-Nine Weary Delegates September 17, 1787


