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FREEDOM

Historical Spotlight

In the autumn of 1532, small packages wrapped in 
cloth and hidden in barrels of grain, made their way 
across the English Channel.  Inside 
these bundles was dynamite - not 
the explosive kind, but the spiritual 
kind.  They were copies of William 
Tyndale’s English New Testament, 
smuggled into England from the 
Continent. 

For centuries, ordinary Englishmen 
had been forbidden to read the Bible 
in their own language.  The Latin 
Vulgate remained locked in the hands 
of priests and scholars.  Tyndale, 
fluent in Hebrew and Greek, believed 
every plowboy should know more of 
God’s Word than the Pope himself. 

By 1532, thousands of Tyndale’s 
New Testaments had secretly entered 
England.  They were read aloud in 
taverns, whispered in barns, and passed hand-to-hand 
among hungry believers.  The authorities tried to stop 
it - seizing and burning copies at St. Paul’s Cross in 
London - but the fire of God’s Word could not be 
extinguished. 
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Why it Matters Today

Freedom begins with truth, and truth begins with 
access to God’s Word.  Every liberty we cherish - con-

science, worship, speech - flows from 
the Bible in the hands of the people.  

Tyndale paid for this conviction with 
his life (he would be executed in 
1536).  But his words lit a torch that 
shaped English-speaking civilization 
and paved the way for liberty around 
the world. 

Do we treasure the Scriptures as 
much as those who risked their lives 
to read them?  Can we commit to 
pray for countries where the Bible is 
still illegal or tightly restricted?
Read your Bible this week aloud - just 
as those first English believers did in 
secret. 

“The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: 
but the word of our God shall stand for ever.” 

- Isaiah 40:8

Stepping Stones in Christian History

“I defy the Pope and all his laws.  If God spare my life, ere many years I will cause a boy that driveth the plough shall 
know more of the Scripture than thou dost.” 

- William Tyndale

The beginning of the Gospel of John from a copy 
of the 1526 edition of William Tyndale’s New 

Testament at the British Library
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New Testament smuggled into England

William Tyndale September 1, 1532


