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The historical character I have chosen is Tisquantum, also known as Squanto, a generous
Indian of the Patuxet tribe who helped the New settlers survive with his knowledge of the land. A
specific date is not known but historians believe the he was born around 1580 in the Patuxet
areas of modern day Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Very little is known about his early life
until the point when he and two dozen other Wampanoag people were captured and taken onto a
British ship. They were sailed to Spain where they were sold in its bustling slave market.
Historians from Kent State University speculate that he escaped to London, England with the
help of Catholic Friars. When he arrived he is said to have lived with the treasurer of the

Newfoundland Company, John Laney. From there he left England for his homeland being
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employed by Captain John Mason to work on his ship. After he made his way south to his home
Patuxet. Unfortunately Squanto as well as 2 million to 5.5 million Native people were enslaved
and walked through his experiences, most not turning out as his did. It is showed that likely him
and one other tribal member were ever able to make it back to their home after being taken on
the slave ships to Spain. When Squanto found his way back to Patuxet in 1619 he was tormented
to see his people and their way of life destroyed by the overly contagious plagues brought over
from Europe. In the Spring of 1621 Squanto was presented to the Pilgrim Settlement of
Plymouth by an Indian named Samoset who had befriended the English settlers. Squanto was
fluent in English because of his time there earlier, so when the Wampanoag people joined and
helped the people of Plymouth colony he easily integrated. Because of his bilingual fluency
William Bradford made him the Indian Emissary and negotiator for the chief of the
Wampanoags. During this time, favor grew between him and the English settlers to the point
where he was able to show them his trades such as growing corn, fishing, and hunting beaver,
commonly used for their pelts. He also got protection in return and a powerful ally against other
neighboring tribes. Sadly Squanto died in November of 1622 while he was allied with the
English. Some believe he was poisoned by his own tribe. Even through tragic times Squanto
continued to be gracious with the English and brought two groups from different backgrounds

together.

Squanto faced many challenges throughout his life that ultimately led to his most known
contribution to the American Republic. One of the most significant challenges he faced was his
capture into slavery on an English boat. Squanto and two dozen other natives from his tribe were
captured by an English boat and sold into slavery in a Spanish port. There, he escaped with the

help of Catholic Friars to London, England. He joined the Newfoundland company and then got



passage working on a ship bringing him back to his homeland on the coast of North America.
Being taken from his homeland and working diligently to gain his freedom that was stolen from
him. This was an immense challenge that he had to face but he worked through it, ultimately
leading to his legacy today. Another challenge that would be hard for anyone to encounter was
the death of his whole tribe. While Squanto was away escaping from slavery in Europe, his
whole tribe became infested with a European disease that was highly contagious and ultimately
deathly. When he returned he was left with nobody but a few who managed to gain favor with
the new English settlers in the Plymouth colony. After being away from family and friends for so
long to return to find nobody, was probably something that he never expected. Even through the
pain of these events he showed so much motivation for other things. He was then reintroduced
with the remaining Indians from his tribe who took shelter with the pilgrims. Squanto made it his
mission to equip the Pilgrims with his knowledge of harvesting crops such as corn, fishing and
catching beavers which would help for clothing in the winter. With this it gained his remaining

tribe allies and made peace between these two groups of completely different people.

As I read his story I see his main motivation was to come back for his people and then
show much needed peace that they didn't have when he left. He faced adversity through
determination, escaping from slavery an ocean away from his home and coming back to create a
new friendship between the existing tribe and new settlers. He became an ambassador and
assistant in creating change between these two different peoples and other Indian groups
surrounding them. He took all of his life challenges and created the best outcome from them for
himself and others. Despite Squanto’s memorable achievements, his journey was marked by

unimaginable hardships that shaped him and his story that still lives on.



Even though Squanto overcame many significant things in his life that are memorable on their
own, he is most remembered in his time with the pilgrims. He was an ambassador, interpreter,
Indian emissary, and representative for the pilgrims in his tribe. His most memorable action was
helping the pilgrims cultivate corn, fish in the abundant rivers, hunt game and live on the land.
He is also notably mentioned with the first Thanksgiving story bringing the groups together and
helping to produce the feast that they obtained. His contributions to the growth of the American
Republic were monumental, without his actions in leading the pilgrims to learn to grow crops
and produce needed nourishment, as well as fishing and using the land such as animals and
plants that thrived there, the colony could have failed as it did many times beforehand. He also
started civility between the Native Americans and the Pilgrim settlers, which was not seen yet in
these ares. He modeled peace and agreement between these two people groups. Even though his
efforts in the far future would not have come out the way he wanted, he started something that
was truly amazing. With his job as ambassador he not only helped his tribes with the pilgrims but
brought peace and compromise between multiple surrounding territories. This not only showed
his community, but multiple other communities and settlements to respect the Indians around
them and their knowledge . Although, he accomplished many other things in his life I still
believe his impact on America was the ability to spread knowledge and create peace with his
words. His legacy will forever be his willingness to help the Pilgrim’s through one of his hardest

times and theirs to create a great colony, and friendship between the two groups of people.

The historical character Tisquantum, also known as Squanto, is such an inspiration to me.
His persistence through adversity, determination, peaceful mindset, care for others and
knowledge are so inspiring. He faced unimaginable challenges such as kidnapping from his

home and being sold into slavery, as well as finally making it back to his home to find the death



of his tribe. Through it all he decided to help others and do something for others. I also admire
his determination, he did everything and would not stop until he made it back to his home. It
showed he would not stop no matter the challenges he faced and what he needed to do. His
knowledge also inspires me greatly because he took every opportunity to learn and use it,
because it can always help you succeed. He was put in drastic situations where he had to learn
English but instead of refusing, he learned it so he could use it to eventually help his people and
the pilgrims. Lastly his peace and care for others reminds me to be selfless always. He decided to
help people in his darkest times and then be a symbol of peace and friendship between the
Indians and the Pilgrim people. Instead of focusing on his problems he decided to help, which
changed the course of Pilgrim settlement and the relationship with them and the Native
Americans. What truly shines in all of this is Squanto's character. I have learned most from his
character and values that being selfless brings you the furthest in life. Like Squanto, I believe
challenges are opportunities in disguise. He not only made an impact on himself and his tribe
from his character but America as we know it today. His story inspires me to pursue my dreams
with determination and use my knowledge to help others. This scholarship will not only allow
me to carry on these lessons but learn more from this meaningful time in history that impacts the

world as we know it today.



