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Great Optimism for the Future

Millions of Americans feel they are on a treadmill
struggling to hold onto their families, their finances
and their culture. The Christian population in the
U.S,, still the single largest minority, is watching their
biblical values driven from the public square. For
centuries these values
were understood as
the foundation of our
free institutions.

Surprisingly, promi-
nent historians, athe-
ists, and secularists are
realizing the abject
failure of secularism.
A militant proponent
of secularization,
Peter Berger, said in
1968, that “by the
21st century religious
believers are likely to
be found only in small
sects, huddled togeth-
er to resist a world-
wide secular culture.”
'Three decades later Berger said, “I think what I and
most other sociologists of religion wrote in the 1960’
about secularism was a mistake...I think it is basically
wrong. Most of the world is certainly not secular. It’s
very religious.” Many secularists are concluding that
we can't solve our nation’s mounting crisis and bring
order and peace to our society if we jettison
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our Judeo-Christian foundations.

In recent years, the atheist movement has been on the
march attacking the faith. But several of the leading
atheists are now publicly admitting that the decline
of Christianity is seriously harming our nation. One
prominent athiest,
Douglas Murray,
says we may be
forced to recognize
that returning to
faith is the best
option available to
us. He says that
our modern concept
of human rights

is based on a Ju-
deo-Christian foun-
dation. He laments
that our conception
of human rights, cut
off from its foun-
dation, may shrivel
and die very quickly,
leaving us fumbling
about in a thick and
impenetrable darkness. Richard Dawkins, author of
The God Delusion, called for the end of parents’ rights
to educate their children about God.

Eventually, he conceded that the cultural aspects of
Christianity limit human barbarism.



THE ROOT DETERMINES THE FRUIT
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Bestselling author and filmmaker Dinesh D’Souza
says, “Christianity is the very root and foundation of
Western civilization. Christianity is responsible for
many of the values and institutions secular people
cherish most...Christianity also infuses life with a
powerful and exhilarating sense of purpose.”

Berger and others admit that secularism provides no
purpose or meaning to life. “Christianity makes of
life a moral drama in which we play a starring role
and in which the most ordinary events take on a
grand significance. Modern life is typically character-
ized by gray disillusionment. Christianity gives us a
world that is enchanted once again.”

Why is it that our great heritage as described above
is not known by most Americans today? Eminent
historian and bestselling author, David McCullough,
explains how generations of American students have
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been shortchanged in their knowledge of history. “I
think we are raising a generation of young Americans
who are, to a very large degree, historically illiterate.
It is not their fault.” He traces the source for our
historical ignorance back to the thought police in
American schools and the thoroughly “rotten history
textbooks.” He says that these books are as great a
threat to American freedoms as terrorists. “It is as if
they were designed to kill anyone’s interest in history
rather than encourage it...and if you were told you
have to go home tonight and read this book for two
hours, you would say in your heart of hearts, what did
I do wrong today that I'm being so punished? Stu-
dents who learn about the world from these texts are
unlikely to understand why some civilized nations
flourished and others languished, or why people vote
with their feet to leave some places and go to others.
So many of the blessings and advantages we have as
Americans, so many of the reasons why our civiliza-
tion, our culture has flourished, aren’t understood.”



THE GREAT RECKONING

McCullough perceives the big picture. He says “His-
tory is a story, cause and effect. And if you're going to
teach just segments of history...these [students] have
almost no sense of cause and effect. They have no
sense of what followed what and why, that everything
has antecedents, and everything has consequences.
And they may begin to think that’s true of life, too.”

Generations of students have now been taught that
socialism is better than free
enterprise and superior to our
Constitutional Republic. Karl
Marx, the founder of Socialism
and Communism, knew well
how to disguise the hideous
nature of his systems. He said
that the total control over edu-
cation, especially the teaching of
history, was imperative because,
“A people without a heritage are
easily controlled.” Fellow so-
cialist, George Orwell, knew the
drill well. He said, “The most
effective way to destroy people is
to deny and obliterate their own
understanding of history.”

What is the antidote to these

historical delusions that are affecting the lives of
millions of people? Wise leaders throughout the ages
have seen beyond the distortions of the moment to
gain direction from the lessons of history. By know-
ing the true history, the counterfeits are exposed and
the successful path into the future is made clear.

'The scholar and Christian apologist C.S. Lewis spoke
of the importance of learning from old books and
original sources is much better than reading long,
modern books written by critics. Only as we learn
true history can we “keep the clean sea breezes of the
centuries blowing through our minds.”

Lewis lived in England through the terror of the
Nazis as they attempted to bomb London into obliv-
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ion in 1940 during World War II. Many of the
English had lost hope, just as many Americans have
today. But Lewis spoke about the Lord’s providence
and power in his radio broadcasts throughout the
war. Lewis taught that the Lion of Judah is the Lord
of History who has defeated the Evil One, much

like Aslan, the victorious Lion in his classic novel,
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. By giving the
English hope in their providential history, he inspired
them to stand strong against
evil. They did stand strong and
persevered to victory.

Winston Churchill, Pime Min-
ister of England during World
War 11, saw that teaching our
true history is the fundamental
foundation for changing the
world. He said, “The greatest
advances in human civilization
have come when we recovered
what we had lost; when we
learned the lessons of histo-

ry.” Churchill backed up his
assertion by writing a volumi-
nous history of England. His
knowledge of history made him
a far-seeing visionary. He said,
“the further backward you can
look, the farther forward you can see.” In other words,
if you know the past you can see the future. As a
historian and statesman, Churchill saw the world as
it was, a struggle between good and evil, a world of
cause and effect. He perceived the battle against the
Nazis as the “battle for the survival of Christian civili-
zation.” Drawing upon England’s remarkable heritage
of liberty and its divine origins, the Prime Minister
called on his people to unite in a common cause. He
said they must “never, never, never give in.” And they,
the English, stood alone against Hitler while the rest
of Europe had been overrun by the German blitz-
krieg.

Loéwenpaar in einer Mondnacht

Johann Fischbach, 1835




HOPE OF THE REMNANT

Like Churchill, President Ronald Reagan was a
student of providential cause and effect and its histor-
ical importance. He called for the dismantlement of
the Soviet Union, the “evil empire”, and hastened its
collapse in 1991, believing that good was destined to
defeat evil. His worldview was clear and he warned
Americans, “The issue is not left or right; it is up or
down. Either up to the maximum liberty under law
or down to the ant-heap of totalitarianism.” Our
choice is either freedom or tyranny.

Charles H. Spurgeon, who led a spiritual awakening
to the British Empire as it was shrinking in the 19th
century, exhibited great optimism for the future. That
optimism was not built on the wealth, power and
influence of his native England. It was based on the
power of God working through individuals like you
and me. He said, “ The greatest works are done by the
ones [single individuals]. The hundreds do not often
do much, the companies never; it is in the units, the
single individuals, that are the power and the might.”

From the writings of Dr. Marshall Foster
1945 - 2022

2025 STEPPINGSTONES SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ANNOUNCED!

In honor of Dr. Marshall Foster’s legacy, World His-

tory Institute, in partnership with ACTS TOURS, is

proud to offer students in grades 8-12 three one-time
scholarship awards of $1500 each.

After receiving over 130 entries, we are delighted to
announce the winners of the 2025 Steppingstones

Scholarship!

Please click on the scholarship tab on our website
www.worldhistoryinstitute.com for more information
about each of these scholars and to read their essays!

“Wisdom is the principle thing; therefore get wisdom:
and with all they getting get understanding.”
- Proverbs 4:7

“We are not primarily called to do something or go somewhere; we are called to Someone. We are not called first to spe-
cial work but to God. The key to answering the call is to be devoted to no one and to nothing above God himself.”
- Os Guinness
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