I chose to write about William Bradford because I was amazed by his faith as a child and
young man. He faced persecution and tragedy throughout his life but in the end, God had a plan
for him.

William was born in England and had a rough early life. Both of his parents passed away
when he was six years old. After they died, he was sent to live with his uncles. William became
very sick as a child and he was bedridden. In his words, “it kept him from the vanities of youth”.
As a teenager William Bradford was passionate about pursuing God's will for him. William lived
in Austerfield and walked eight miles to Babworth so he could attend a separatist church called
All Saints Church. Separatist churches were illegal to attend, therefore his uncles did not want
him to go. In fact his uncles threatened to take his inheritance if he went to a separatist church.

William decided to follow his faith in Christ and left his family. God provided, and he
moved in with William Brewster. Brewster was a British official.

Bradford, Brewster and other separatists decided to move to Holland, so they could be
free of persecution. Unfortunately, before they were able to leave they were caught by the
authorities and were put in jail. After they were released from jail, they decided to flee again.
This time the men were able to get on board but the women and children were captured and
taken into custody.

The separatists took sail and their ship was blown off course and ended up in Norway,
but it eventually ended up in Amsterdam. While in Amsterdam, the wives and children were

reunited with their rightful families.
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William married Dorthy Bradford in 1613. The young couple attended a church that had
over three hundred people. Four years later, God blessed them with a son named John.

William and Dorthy had made the decision to move to the new world to be free from
persecution. When John was three years old, William and Dorthy made the difficult decision to
give John to his grandparents because the journey was dangerous. On December 11th, 1620,
William and the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock. Just six days after making landfall, Dorthy
fell overboard and drowned in Provincetown Harbor.

In spite of personal tragedy, Bradford was still a champion for religious freedom.
William served as governor from the time he was thirty years old and stepped down at fifty-seven
years old. He had established the town meeting and had helped implement a government for the
new colony. William was an educated scholar who had taught himself Dutch, French, Latin,
Greek and Hebrew. William was a historian who saw God's provision in historical events and
often made note of it. Bradford was forced to make very hard decisions throughout his life.

Bradfords life and legacy was summed up in this quote from Cotton Mather who wrote,
“The leader of a people in a wilderness had a need of a Moses; and if a Moses had not led the
people of Plymouth Colony, when this worthy person was their governor. The people had never
with so much unanimity and importunity still called him to lead them... Men are but flocks:
Bradford beheld their need. And long did them at once both rule and feed.”

I think this quote suits him because he helped the new colonists survive in the wilderness
and he was their leader much like Moses led the Israelites in the wilderness.

These two groups of people lived in different times and parts of the world but had many
parallels with each other. They both had to leave tyranny. The Pilgrims fled England because they

couldn't worship freely and the Isralelits from Egypt because they couldn't worship how God



wanted them to. These people had been under oppressive rule where they were treated unjustly
because of their beliefs in God. They were both led to a distant land so they could be free from
oppressive rule.

The Separatists moved to America where they could worship freely. William was chosen
as a leader of the new colony. William was a staunch supporter of the Separatist Church. Much
like God chose Moses at the burning bush; He chose William at Plymouth Rock. In this way |
believe God blessed the Pilgrims with the ability to worship freely in this beautiful land called
America.

Through William’s governance the foundation of America was laid. Americans can
worship freely, vote in elections, and enjoy the constitutional rights that we have today.

On the day William Bradford died he said "the good spirit of God had given him a pledge
of his happiness in another world and the first-fruits of His eternal glory.” William met his Savior
in the Spring of 1657.

God made us a blessed country and a blessed people. Everyone who believes in God will
be blessed beyond all measure. God uses very ordinary people and makes them extraordinary
through Him. William Bradford inspired me to be more pure, moral, and loyal. William was a
just ruler, and he showed mercy when it was beneficial.

We need more leaders like William Bradford. Our leaders need to be just, daring, and

zealous for God. Bradford did what he knew was right, even when it cost him dearly.

“All great and honorable actions are accompanied with great difficulties, and both

must be enterprised and overcome with answerable courage.”

— William Bradford
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