
very personal nature of this book, Paul’s feeling reflected on to me, and I found it very powerful. 

In 2024, I felt like my walk with God had grown like never before! 

  I have found that God has given me a big heart for serving others in his name. I have 

listened to this call and have joined the youth leadership team at my church as well as the student 

council at my school. Everywhere I go, I try to have a servant attitude, as a way to show God in 

myself. In my church, I am given so many opportunities to serve. Whether that's going on 

mission trips, or simply helping teach Sunday school, I found great joy in serving others. Outside 

of school, my favorite thing to do is anything creative. When I grow up, I want to be a 

professional artist. Since I was young, I have always had a passion for art. Since 2020, I have 

started taking art very seriously, practicing and improving my skills. Another creative outlet for 

me is playing the piano. I have had an amazing private teacher for over six years; she has helped 

me form a deep appreciation for all music around me. God has blessed me with a mind of 

curiosity. I enjoy learning anything and everything. I love learning more about God’s world and 

the people he created. I found a deep fascination with history several years ago. I love learning 

about simple people who God uses to change the world. Due to this fact, I was extremely excited 

to learn and research the remarkable man named Tisquantum, commonly referred to as Squanto.  

Tisquantum was a Native American from the Patuxet tribe of Wampanoag which today is 

known as Plymouth Massachusetts. While not much is known about his early life, it is estimated 

that he was born in 1580. Tisquantum had a tragically short life, but without his acts of goodwill 

and kindness, the Pilgrim colonists would have likely died of starvation. Around 1614, 

Tisquantum and a number of other Native Americans were kidnapped by an English explorer, 

who planned to sell them into slavery. While some of the details remain unclear, Tisquantum and 

likely others were sold to a Catholic priest in Málaga, Spain with the intention of teaching them 
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Christianity. This was for only a brief period of time because, soon after, he was taken by British 

Imperialist to London, where he learned how to speak English. It is believed that he then 

returned home in 1619. As he arrived at his village, Tisquantum discovered that a plague ravaged 

his village, as well as many neighboring tribes. Sadly, this is quite common for native tribes to be 

wiped out as the colonists unknowingly brought disease such as smallpox to the natives who 

possessed no immunity to the illness. Tisquantum was the last surviving member of this tribe. A 

little over a year later in 1620, more settlers landed on Wampanoag soil. Instead of treating these 

foreigners with hostility, Tisquantum welcomed them! Tisquantum could speak fluent English, 

even though he was likely in London for only a couple of years. Because Tisquantum was able to 

break through the language barrier, the Colonist interactions with the indigenous people of that 

land were able to remain peaceful. Tisquantum befriended the colonists, providing them vital 

skills such as hunting and fishing, as well as agriculture. Most importantly, he kept peace 

between the pilgrims and the indigenous Wampanoag people. The peace built between the two 

groups of people culminated in the event known as the “The First Thanksgiving.” It is believed 

when the Wampanoag people were alarmed to hear gunshots in the distance, they came with their 

weapons to find the pilgrims feasting in celebration. Tisquantum and the Wampanoag people 

joined the colonists and feasted together. Tragically, Tisquantum’s life was cut short by a lethal 

disease. It is believed Tisquatum died in 1622. 

Tisquantum lived a life full of hardships, facing immense loss, and persecution. While his 

life was full of tragedy, he still lived a life full of faith. When viewing Tisquantum’s story 

through a biblical lens, he faced many struggles. Most importantly, he still did the right thing 

through his suffering, as Jesus taught us. While it is unknown if Tisquantum was religious, it is 

overwhelmingly clear God worked in his life. Leviticus 19:18 reads:“‘Do not seek revenge or 



bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the 

Lord.” Tisquantum showed love and kindness to the colonist, even though he and his people had 

suffered greatly from the pilgrims. Even after the Jews had rejected Christ, Jesus still showed 

them unconditional love and continued ministering to them. Even in Jesus’ last moments, he 

ministered to the thief on the cross besides him. Luke 23:43, "Truly I tell you, today you will be 

with me in paradise." By loving his neighbor (the colonist), Tisquantum is showing Jesus’ love. 

Tisquantum imitates many attributes that Jesus demonstrates. Did you know that the words 

“serve, servent, and service” appear in the Bible over 1,100 times! God is constantly stressing the 

importance of serving others, especially your enemies. “But love your enemies, do good to them, 

and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and 

you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.” Luke 

6:35. Once again, there are countless times Jesus can be seen serving those who persecute him. 

The night Jesus was arrested, Peter cut off the ear of a servant. Even as he is being taken away to 

be crucified, he shows love to the servant by healing his ear. Tisquantum is known for sharing 

life changing information with the colonists such as hunting and fishing and agriculture. Without 

the help of Tisquantum, the Pilgrims would have likely starved. 

Even though Tisquantum lived a hard life, God still used him to do amazing things. 

Without the guidance of Tisquantum, the Pilgrims would likely have not succeeded in their 

attempt to start a new life in America. Tisquantum’s legacy is commonly remembered around a 

Thanksgiving table, focusing on how his acts of kindness led to a peaceful relationship with the 

early settlers and the indigenous people. Tisquantum was a true servant of God, fulfilling his 

commands of serving and loving your neighbors. 



I personally was inspired by Tisquantum’s actions. For me, and I imagine many people, it 

is hard to love everyone. I have a hard time loving people I don't know or people who have 

wronged me. Tisquantum was still very human, and I imagine he struggled to love his neighbor. 

He overcame any human evil and served and loved the colonists. For me, it is easy to serve in 

my church; I know who I am helping. Serving becomes hardest for me when it is for someone 

whom I am not fond of. Only through the guidance of God can we truly love fully. God used 

Tisquantum to show what a true servant of God looks like - one who can serve a complete 

stranger with the same love as close family.  
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