WORLD HISTORY INSTITUTE

FREEDOM

Franklin, TENNESSEE

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future

JOURNAL

September MMXXVI

Apostle of Liberty: Samuel Adams

After centuries of freedom since the Declaration of
Indepence, sadly most Americans have forgotten the
only successful formula for creating and maintaining
lasting liberty. But now, we are facing a national crisis
of monumental proportions. It is vital that we re-

member and apply the strategy of liberty demonstrat-
ed by Samuel Adams.

Samual Adams was one of America’s great freedom
heroes. Adams’vibrant faith was central to the cause
of liberty. A recent biographer, Ira Stoll, says Adams
was the “archetype of the religiously passionate Amer-
ican founder, the founder as biblical prophet, and
apostle of liberty.” In
his own writings, Ad-
ams said, “The religion
and public liberty of a
people are so intimate-
ly connected, their
interests are interwo-
ven, and cannot exist
separately.”

Samuel grew up in

an astonishing world
of grassroots led,
self-governing colo-
nies. The Scriptures,
both Old and New
Testaments, were min-
gled with all their colonial laws and charters. Begin-
ning in an uncharted wilderness, these colonies had
become increasingly prosperous over the course of a

century. They had unique and rare political, economic,
and religious freedom.

'The son of a well respected brewer merchant, and
cousin of future president John Adams, Samuel
Adams entered Harvard College at age 14. While he
was there, the Great Awakening swept through the
colonies. One third of New England was converted
to Christ. Many students became devoted to the
Studies of Divinity. During this time, voices of prayer
and praise were heard in students’rooms! The Great
Awakening made a permanent impression upon Sam-
uel Adams. “That impressiom is evident in Adams’
writings and actions, in
his prayers each morning
and in his family Bible
reading each evening,”
Professor Marvin Olasky
writes.

“He frequently empha-
sized the importance of
‘Endeavors to promote
the spiritual kingdom

of Jesus Christ,’and in
good or bad times wrote
of the need ‘to submit

to the Dispensations of
Heaven, Whose Ways
are ever gracious, and

 »

just.

Siege de Yorktown
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During the pre-Revolutionary struggles of the 1760’
and 1770’s, Adams regularly set aside days of fasting
and prayer to ‘seek the Lord.””

'The colonists in the 1760’s were facing an England
that had fallen far from it’s previous strong Christian
faith. This sincere faith had marked the intelligent
Puritan era of a century before. Now the Church of
England was substantially deistic and no longer held
to the central doctrines of the faith such as the deity
of Christ. England became filled with vice and im-
morality. The monarchy was led by George III, who
had regular fits of insanity. Parliamentarians placed
their own lust for power above the interests of the
people. Rather than reigning in the power of tyrants,
as they once had done under Cromwell, the English
now tolerated “tax and spend despots” and legislators.
Samuel Adams was about to shift the tide.

After a brutal, but successful war against the French,
the English came down with a hard fist of tyranny

on the American colonies. All the freedoms of the
colonies were now on the chopping block. English
greed threatened to strip them of their property, their
rights and their blood-bought liberties that were
guaranteed in the Laws of England back to Magna
Carta in 1215. 'The Parliament passed the Stamp Act
which taxed the central form of communication in
their day, the printing press. By forcing a government
stamp to be placed on all paper used for contracts, ser-
mons, newspapers, etc., they were freezing freedom of
thought and expression. The Stamp Act placed a 40%
tax on newspaper advertising. They also began forc-
ing all school teachers emigrating from England to be
Anglican in religion, certified by the bishop of Lon-
don. The colonists saw this, along with the numerous
other actions, as direct attacks on their religious and
political freedom.



GRASS ROOTS INFLUENCE

Another sobering reality of that time was that the
colonists were not only facing British armies, but

also a deep culture war within their own ranks. Many
of them were pro-English and pro-government, no
matter what the English did. Others in the colonies
were divided by denomination, ethnicity or region and
economic interests. How could they ever unite?

At this moment, when the out-matched colonies
seemed destined to shrink back into the tyranny of
European despotism, Providence
raised up a leader who brought
them together. Samuel Adams
had been prepared for such a

time as this.

Adams knew the cause of liberty
depended on the virtue of the

people more than the strength of
its armies. He spoke often about
“temperance, frugality, fortitude
and other manly virtues” that
were the foundations of liberty.
He said, “While the people are
virtuous they cannot be subdued;
but once they lose their virtue,
they will be ready to surrender
their liberties to the first external

or internal invader...”

Samuel spread his message of liberty and virtue by
walking and teaching throughout his hometown. He
became personally acquainted with all the people of
Boston. His integrity and likable nature gained for
him great respect and influence. He became a per-
sonal educational engine that united the people in the
cause of liberty under God. He began working with
the local Caucus Club established by his godly father.
When he was elected to the legislature in 1765, Ad-

ams drafted most of the brilliant state papers during
the next decade of fierce conflict with England.

He then created the grassroots Committees of Cor-
respondence which became the “hot blogs” of his day.
Within a few months, 80 towns throughout New
England joined the Committees and 400 more joined
by 1774. Adams taught that submission to political
tyranny always leads to the destruction of religious
and economic freedoms. He taught that people of
different interests were all fight-
ing the same battle. 'This insight
united the various factions to
resist tyranny.

Working with friends like Pat-
rick Henry of Virginia, Adams
brought all of the colonies
together for the First Continen-
tal Congress in 1774. In 1776,
this same Continental Congress,
drafted and signed the Declara-
tion of Independence. The last
man to speak on July 4th was
Samuel Adams, the Apostle of
Liberty. He said, “We have this
day restored the Sovereign [God]
to Whom all men ought to be
obedient. He reigns in heaven and from the rising to
the setting of the sun, let His kingdom come.”

Samuel Adams is a role model for patriots and believ-
ers for all generations. May we follow his example an
train our children and grandchildren to stand for our
blood-bought liberty under God.
- Dr. Marshall Foster
1945-2022

Portait of Samuel Adams
John Singleton Copley, circa 1772
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