WORLD HISTORY INSTITUTE

FREEDOM

Franklin, TENNESSEE

A Biblical Worldview To Win The Future

% JOURNAL

July MMxXX1IV

Restoring Freedom: Preserving the Heart of America

In the years leading up to the Declaration of Inde- What was the source of the strength and character ex-
pendence, there was, as we have today, a great deal of pressed in these words? The following roadmap outlines
internal conflict. Just 150 years before, the English had the essentials that the colonists developed over 150 years
spearheaded the birth of liberty in the English Civil which enabled them to create and maintain the world’s
War and the English Bill of Rights. However, by this most free and prosperous nation.

time the English had strayed from
their own “rule of law” traced
back to Magna Carta. England
invaded the colonies and boarded
their troops in colonial homes.
'The government was inflicting
complete religious and political
tyranny upon the colonies.

First, parents, clergy and schools
were united in teaching all stu-
dents to apply their Biblical faith
to every area of society.

For example, their education in-
cluded the Biblically based political
theory of liberty that had been
developing for 700 years. They
knew the impact of Magna Carta
on the development of English
common law and its influences on
over 80 colonial constitutions and
covenants written by the colonists
themselves before 1776. Accord-
ing to a study commissioned by
President Thomas Jefferson, fathers
read the Bible and the newspaper
and posterity, by all lawful ways and to their families for almost an hour
means in our power to maintain, every morning. This study and
defend and preserve those civil and Washington at the Battle of Princeton, 1782 others revealed nearly 100%
religious rights and liberties, for which many of our - James Peale literacy in the colonies, while the
fathers fought, bled and died, and to hand them down entire vast majority of Europeans were
to future generations.” illiterate and under the deceptions of tyrants.

What was the colonial response?
They believed that they had a
responsibility of highest impor-
tance to God, their nation, their
children and grandchildren. The
Continental Congress in Phila-
delphia unanimously declared, “I#
is an indispensable duty which we
owe to God, our Country, ourselves,

‘May we ever be a people favoured of God. May our land be a land of liberty, the seat of virtue, the asylum of the oppressed, a
name and a praise in the whole earth.”

- General Warren 1772 oration
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'The origins of our American Republic lie deeply root-
ed in the Hebrew Republic model. The founders knew
this, and understood that parents, in any free nation,
must train their families in the foundational tenets of
civic duty founded in the Bible. Reverend E.C. Wines
detailed the Hebrew requirement for education in

his 1853 Commentary on the Laws of the Ancient
Hebrews,

“...the Mosaic law required, that the greatest pains should
be taken to mould the minds, the principles, the habits,
and manners of the young. Parents were, again and
again, commanded to teach their children, from infancy,
all the words of the law, and all the glorious facts of their
national history. They were enjoined to talk of them,
when they sat in the house, and when they walked by the
way, when they lay down, and when they rose up.” (Deu-
teronomy 6:7)

Even the celebrations were focused on remembering
and honoring the history of Israel, the sacrifices of
those who went before, and the miracles of God.

Second, the colonists were diligent to create a vir-
tuous, local accountable government which stood
strong against the oppressive, tax, spend and steal gov-

ernment imposed from England. Profressor Marvin
Olasky says,

“Many colonists, in short, tried to learn from English
mistakes by moving consistently toward a small-govern-
ment approach: they built up an authority that would
provide an alternative to royal government, but they did
not want that alternative to aggrandize itself. Rotation
of offices [term limits] and limitations on legislation - and
on the ability of those in office to bribe poor voters - were
crucial in the battle to reduce corruption.”

What the colonists were attempting to avoid was the
pernicious corruption of London. Benjamin Franklin,
a former devotee of English society, came to see the
problem. He said, “When I consider the extreme corrup-
tion prevalent among all orders of men in this old rotten
state [England]...I cannot but apprehend more mischief
than benefit from a closer union.” Franklin saw the levi-
athan nature of the British Parliament as he criticized
London’s “numberless and needless places [govern-
ment jobs], enormous salaries, pensions, perquisites,
bribes.” He concluded that Britain’s governmental
class would “devour all revenue, and produce continual
necessity [poverty] in the midst of natural plenty.”
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'Third, the colonists developed private charitable wel- government unconstitutional. Now what property can
fare societies that flourished throughout the colonies. the colonists be conceived to have, if their money may be
‘They were able to avoid the dangerous deceitful web granted away by others, without their consent?”
of big government welfare of all kinds. Individuals,

churches and voluntary associations provided care for With these foundations of a Biblical worldview edu-
the truly needy, charity schools for the poor and im- cation, accountable and decentralized government, a
migrants to prepare them for productive jobs. These welfare net of private charities and free enterprise as
were far more effective and loving than any British the engine of prosperity - our founders bequeathed
“Poor Laws” [government welfare]. There was no tax- to us the greatest freedom and prosperity any nation
ation needed because these activities were funded and has known. America has forgotten it’s heritage of
staffed primarily through family, community giving freedom.

and volunteers (at a miniscule
fraction of big government wel-
fare costs). The colonists knew
if they did not provide a com-
passionate alternative to welfare,
their efforts would fail.

Where is our hope then? Our
hope is in the unstoppable, loving
power of God, which transforms
and liberates nations. The King-
dom of God has and will con-
tinue to spread regardless of the
machinations of men and
nations. (see Psalm 2)

According to Jesus, His Kingdom
will spread to the entire world
and live within the heart of every
believer. He explains the
Kingdom in several parables
recorded in chapter 13 of
Matthew’s Gospel. In one para-
ble He states that the Kingdom is
like a mustard seed that will grow
to be a tree and the birds will find
shelter within it. This represents

Fourth, the colonists highly
refined the Biblically derived free
enterprise system built on pri-
vate ownership and stewardship.
'This engine of prosperity had
eluded nations throughout histo-
ry because they lacked the civil,
economic and religious liberty
that is essential to keep rulers
and bureaucrats from stealing the
fruit of the labor and property of
the people. Samuel Adams, the

father of the American Revolu-

tion, speaks not only to British the small beginnings of His king-
economic tyranny but to the leaders of any national dom which grows exponentially over time, providing
welfare state. a place of refuge for people and nations. Next, Jesus
He says, teaches that the Kingdom is like leaven which when
“The Utopian schemes of leveling [redistribution of added to dough, permeates the entire loaf of bread.
wealth], and a community of goods [socialism], are as vi- Jesus portrays His Kingdom as growing throughout
sionary and impracticable, as those which vest all property history and eventually permeating the whole world.

in the Crown, are arbitrary, despotic, and in our

‘Do not be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, great and awesome, and fight for your brethren, your sons, your
daugbhters, your wives, and your houses.”

- Nehemiah 4:14




KINGDOM EXPANSION: THE FRUIT OF LIBERTY

History verifies this divine prophecy. Christ’s King- confound the prognosticators and pollsters. It is God
dom grew from the Twelve to over 20 million disci- and His church, the army of compassion, which will
ples by the 4th century. It then peacefully swept into triumph over evil through the Gospel, discipleship
Ireland in 435 A.D. through St. Patrick and trans- and procreation. We will win this battle, not with
tormed a barbarian stronghold from human sacrifice fleshly weapons but with spiritual power as we recap-
and slavery to freedom. Then the Kingdom spread ture our Savior’s vision to go forth and multiply, disci-
across pagan Europe and beyond, eventually extend- ple the nations and teach them to obey all that He has
ing to America when we were just a fledgling collec- commanded. May we have the vision and hope that
tion of colonies. In the 19th century, America and John Calvin expressed while he was in exile 450 years
England sent missionaries to nearly every nation on ago in Switzerland. As tens of thousands of Chris-
earth. Much of Africa, Asia and South America, after tians were being martyred in France, his homeland,
millenniums in darkness, began to accept the liberat- Calvin said in the face of the ensuing chaos:
ing Gospel of Christ. I o _ “We must not judge
Christianity became 2 _ E the stability of God's
the first truly world- S : I T Kingdom
wide religion. from the present

appearance of things,

Today, Christianity
has spread to every
continent and is by
far the world’s largest |

but from the promise,
which assures us of
its continuance and
of its constant

religion. Well over increase.”
two billion people
identify themselves We have inherited

as Christians. More
people came to know
Christ in the 20th
century than in the
preced} ng nlnet,een Curr;'er & Iv;s print based on the “Surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown” painting .
centuries combined. by John Trumbull rebuilding our
nation from the

the greatest roadmap
for liberty. Let us

dedicate “our lives,

SRR O

our fortunes, and
our sacred honor” to

'The Kingdom is spreading exponentially grassroots up - God’s way.
in the emerging world. Europe and America, the
bulwark of Christianity for centuries, are poised for a - Dr. Marshall Foster (1945-2022)

spiritual awakening that, by God’s grace, may

“Statesmen, my dear Sir, may plan and speculate for liberty, but it is Religion and Morality alone, which can establish the Principles upon
which Freedom can securly stand. “Ihe only foundation of a free Constitution is pure Virtue, and if this cannot be inspired into our People in a
greater Measure, than they have it now, they may change their Rulers and the forms of Government, but they will not obtain a lasting liberty.”

- John Adams, June 21, 1776
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