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President Ronald Reagan is, by far, the most beloved 
and respected president of the 20th century.  Reagan’s 
farewell address to the American people is a treasure 
of wisdom for us today.  Like George Washington’s 
farewell speech in 1796, Reagan’s address should 
be studied by every American.  Reagan’s speech is a 
prophetic warning to us and a call to a renewal of our 
first principles.

The Great Rediscovery

In his speech from the oval office, 
President Reagan focused on a 
rediscovery of the principles that 
made America great.  Looking 
back on his eight years as pres-
ident, he said,  “And in all that 
time I won a nickname – ‘The 
Great Communicator.’  But I 
never thought it was my style 
or the words I used that made a 
difference - it was the content.  I 
wasn’t a great communicator, but 
I communicated great things, and 
they didn’t spring full bloom from 
my brow, they came from the heart 
of a great nation - from our experience, our wisdom, 
and our belief in the principles that have guided us for 
two centuries.  They called it the Reagan Revolution, 
and I’ll accept that, but for me it always seemed more 
like the Great Rediscovery: a rediscovery of our values 
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and our common sense.”  He was optimistic about the 
future of America, but only if we rediscover our roots 
and values.  As he said, “...as long as we remember our 
first principles and believe in ourselves, the future will 
always be ours.”

		         The Warning

In his last words to his beloved 
Americans, Reagan did not choose 
to address the threat of nuclear 
war, Islamic terrorism, or even big 
government.  Instead, he stated:  

“Finally, there is a great tradition 
of warning in Presidential fare-
wells, and I’ve got one that’s been 
on my mind for some time.  But 
oddly enough it starts with one of 
the things I’m proudest of in the 
past eight years; the resurgence 
of national pride that I called ‘the 
new patriotism.’  This national 
feeling is good, but it won’t count 
for much, and it won’t last unless 
it’s grounded in thoughtfulness 

and knowledge. (continued...)
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The New Reagan Revolution

The Almighty is reconciling the nations, one individual and one family at a time.

II Corinthians 5:17-21

“Within the covers of the Bible are the answers for all the 
problems men face.”

 - Ronald Reagan speech 1983



 An informed patriotism is what we want. And are 
we doing a good enough job teaching our children what 
America is and what she represents in the long history of 
the world?”

He then said that throughout his life, before the mid-
1960s, Americans had “absorbed, almost in the air, a 
love of country.”   The President shared that families 
and the popular culture had celebrated freedom and 
well-grounded American patriotism and they knew 
that freedom was special, rare, and fragile.
Reagan said that Americans had lost this informed 
patriotism.

Reagan’s Solution

But, President Reagan understood America’s true 
history, as I know first hand from his son, Michael 
Reagan.  He did not leave us without a solution:
“We’ve got to teach history based not on what’s in 
fashion but what’s important:  Why the Pilgrims 

came here, who Jimmy Doolittle was, and what those 
30 seconds over Tokyo meant...

If we forget what we did, we won’t know who we 
are.  I am warning of an eradication of that - of the 
American memory that could result, ultimately, in an 
erosion of the American spirit.

Let’s start with some basics - more attention to 
American history and a greater emphasis on civic rit-
ual. And let me offer lesson number one about Amer-
ica:  All great change in America begins at the dinner 
table.  So tomorrow night in the kitchen I hope the 
talking begins.  And children, if your parents haven’t 
been teaching you what it means to be an American - 
let ‘em know and nail ‘em on it.  That would be a very 
American thing to do.” 

Reagan’s solution was not war, big government, or 
political parties.  He realized that the only institution 
that can save the Republic is the family.
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The Central Command Center

America, the world’s most successful model of nation 
building, was not birthed by marauding armies. 
Armies and brute force have been the weapons of 
choice for the building of empires in history.  In 
sharp contrast, America was birthed largely by 
twenty pilgrim families as they settled Plymouth in 
the 17th century.  Their weapon of choice was the 
“Sword of the Spirit, the Word of God.”

Rev. John Robinson was the Pilgrim’s beloved men-
tor and pastor for thirteen years in England and 
Holland. He had been raised in a godly home where 
his father taught the family from the Geneva Bible 
each day. His generation was the first in one thou-
sand years to have a Bible in their own language.  
Puritan William Gouge called the family, “a little 
church, and a little commonwealth [republic].”

They knew the family was the central command center 
(in American history and Scripture) for all of life.  

In Genesis, the family was the first institution estab-
lished by God.  The other two institutions – church 
and civil government, were founded on, built by, and 
maintained by the family.

We need not live in fear of the “marauding armies of 
Jihadists” or an out-of-control government.  Certainly, 
we must address these challenges vigorously.  But the 
central war for the world is won or lost at the dinner 
table.  A man’s family is a potential army called to 
victory.  Sadly, in most families, the home has become 
a feeding, sleeping, and media watching center.

Our families must rise and take back their God 
ordained destinies to educate their children, adopt the 
unwanted, care for their elderly parents and more.  As 
our families become self-governing “little republics” 
again we can displace the “nanny state” and
bring government back to its limited constitutional 
jurisdiction.
			      - Marshall Foster 1945-2022
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